Join us on Zoom! https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210

The Service of Worship

The The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany—Year A

FIRST & ST.
STEPHEN’S
¥ UN

ITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

February 1, 2026 10:30 am
Welcome and Announcements Consistory Leader

Passing the Peace

Prelude “Assurance” arr. by John Ness Beck
Call to Worship adapted from the Rev. T.
Michael Rock

O God of mystery and wonder, you come to us in so many ways. In the person of
Jesus, in the people who followed him, in those who kept alive his vision of peace,
justice, and equality, in each new generation. Come to us in the stories of our
ancestors, who taught and followed the faith. Come to us through those who still teach,
and try to follow a faith filled life. Each of us is alive with your presence, O God! God of
mystery and wonder, may we be open to seeing you in one another, and may our
words, actions, and faith reflect the love you have for each of us, as your children.
Amen.

Hymn for Worship “Praise with Joy the LAUDA ANIME
NCH #273 World’s Creator”

~as you are able, please stand~


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210

Scripture Reading Tom August, Liturgist
1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Hymn for Reflection “Community of Christ” LEONI
NCH #314

~as you are able, please stand~
Sharing Our Joys and Concerns
Prayer for All People

O God of all time and space, hear our prayers spoken and deep prayers unspoken. We
pray for our world, for nations at war, for cities under siege, for communities broken
with violence, for homes without food and heat. Allow our hearts to be quieted so we
may hear all hearts’ longings. Enlarge our hearts to be bigger than the grief and
despair, so that we may work to enlarge Your presence in our world. We pray for our
church, and we pray that we may be a people who reach out and love our neighbors as
You have loved us. Amen.

Response “O Lamb of God”
NCH #802

The Sermon on The Mount, as told by the people of the congregation
The Beatitudes: Cha #185 (see insert)
The Beatitudes of the Congregation
The Beatitudes of the Choir: “Blessed How Blessed”
Words by Susan Palo Cherwien; Music by David M. Cherwien

~But wait! There’s more!~

Scripture Reading Tom August, Liturgist
Matthew 5:13-17

Hymn “You Are Salt for the Earth, BRING FORTH
NCH #181 O People”

Sharing Our Offerings and Blessings

Doxology “Praise God from Whom All
NCH #780 Blessings Flow”
Benediction

Adapted from “The Corners” by Nadia Bolz-Weber

Hymn For Sending “This Little Light of Mine” THIS JOY
NCH #524

Postlude



