The Service of Worship
Join us on Zoom!

The Sixth Sunday After
Pentecost—Year A

July 5, 2026 10:30am

FIRST & ST.

STEPHEN’S
% UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

6915 York Road
Baltimore, MD 21212

First & St. Stephen’s UCC is
proud to be an Open and
Affirming congregation.

If you are visiting with us,
please fill out a visitor's card
from the back of one of the

chairs and place it in the

offering plate after the
service.

Prelude

Meditation on
“Finlandia” By Brenda
Portman

Welcome and
Announcements

Emily Perl
Call to Worship

We gather today to
worship! All on
different paths, all on
a journey. Our God
guides us with a
beacon of light, and
walks with us as we
travel. Alleluia! Praise
to the Creator!

Hymn
“We Are People on a
Journey”

NCH #340
SOMOS PUEBLO

Gospel Lesson

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30;
Read by William
Ingram, Liturgist


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210

Hymn

“| Heard the Voice of
Jesus Say”

NCH # 489

EVAN

Welcoming New Members
(see insert)

Sharing Our Joys and
Concerns:

Please respond after
each petition with
“Holy Spirit, our
Comforter, receive our
prayer.”

The Welcoming Table

Leader: God created the
heavens and earth, the
flora and fauna, and
gave us the task of
caring for the creation.
All: Help us be good
and worthy stewards
of the fields and
gardens. May all be
fed.

Leader: God provided
manna to the people in

a time of need.

All: Let us be grateful
for the abundance we
receive. May all be fed.
Leader: God opened the
rock and a spring burst
forth!

All: Give us the science
to protect the
waterways, dig wells
and build irrigation
systems in deserts,
and provide clean
water for all. May all be
fed.

Leader: Jesus took five
loaves and two fish
from a youth and
miraculously fed
multitudes.

All: May we be
generous in our
sharing; even

one can of tuna wiill
feed a hungry person.
May all be fed.

Leader: Jesus the Lord
of Love set a table for
twelve, and then invited



the whole world to
share the Feast of Love.
ALL: May all be fed.

Hymn

*“When Jesus Set His
Table”

v1-2

Amanda Udis-Kessler
(See insert)

The Message by Rev. Susan
Ballenger

Hymn

*“When Jesus Set His
Table”

V 3-4

Amanda Udis-Kessler
(See insert)

The Communion Table

1 Cor. 11: 23-26 Read by
William Ingram

Leader: “Holy One, show
forth among us the
presence of your
life-giving Word and
Holy Spirit, to sanctify
us and your entire
church through these

holy mysteries. Grant
that all who share the
communion of the
body and blood of our
risen Savior may be one
in Jesus Christ. May we
remain faithful in love
and hope, until the
perfect feast with our
exalted Savior in the
eternal joy of your
heavenly realm.

All: Gracious God,
accept our sacrifice of
praise, which we now
present with

these holy gifts. We
offer to you ourselves,
giving you thanks for
the perfect

offering of the only
one begotten by you,
Jesus Christ our
Savior. By whom and
with whom and in
whom, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, all
honor and glory be to
you, eternal God, now



and forever. Amen. Strengthen our faith,
Sharing The Bread and The increase our love for
Cup one another, and send

, us forth into the world
We believe that the

o . with courage
INnvitation to this table g

and peace, rejoicing
always in the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

comes not from
any church or
individual, but from

Jesus. We invite all who Sharing Our Gifts and
hear and wish to Offerings

respond to share Doxology

the bread and the cup. NCH #781

There is a gluten free Hymn

option for bread, and . ,
, For the Healing of the
the cup is alcohol free.

Nations”
As you are able, come,
: : NCH #576
and receive. If you wish
WESTMINSTER
the elements to be
, ABBEY
served to you in your
seat, please raise your Benediction
hand. Rev. Susan Ballenger
Communion Prayer Postlude

“Bountiful God, we
give you thanks that
you have refreshed
us at your table by
granting us the
presence of Christ.



Make an Offering Now

Church Staff and Leadership

Director of Music

Nancy Chronister
nancyfc88@comcast.net

(610) 724-6096

General Contact for Church

Questions

fss.church.ofc@gmail.co

m

Worship Team for Sunday

Planning

worshipteamfssucc

@gmail.com
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