Join us on Zoom! https:/ /us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210

The Service of Worship

The First Sunday of Advent-Year A

FIRST & ST.
STEPHEN'S
% UN

ITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

November 30, 2025 10:30 am
Prelude: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” arr. Whitworth Nancy Chronister
Welcome and Announcements Emily Perl

Call to Worship: “Let us join our voices to worship the God of Hope”

From “The Mood of Christmas...”
—by Howard Thurman

I will light Candles this Christmas,

Candles of joy despite all the sadness,
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch,
Candles of courage for fears ever present,
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens,
Candles of love to inspire all my living,

Candles that will burn all year long.


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210

Opening Hymn: NCH #116 “O Come O Come Emmanuel VENI

EMMANUEL
(Verses 1,2, 3)
~as you are able please stand~
Lighting the Advent Candle of Hope and Prophecy Richard Arrington,
Reader
Song of Hope: “Hope Waits for Us at Advent” Amanda Udis-Kessler
(see insert)
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5 Mike Chronister,
Liturgist

Hymn: NCH #108 “Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old” JUDAS AND MARY
~as you are able please stand~
Sharing Our Joys and Concerns

Prayer for All People: O God of Hope, God of forgiveness. We long for hope within,
and hope throughout. Open our hearts to the Hope that is coming. Remind us in the
symbols and songs, prayers and promises, that we are not alone. Remind us to look
for the other, look out for those in need, look for the beauty of the earth, and look out
for the little things we can offer to offer more hope to all the world. Hear the prayers

spoken, and the unspoken prayers of our hearts. Amen, and Amen.

Anthem: “Prayer For Peace” Words based on a Navaho prayer, Music by David Haas

The Gospel: Matthew 24: 36-44 Mike Chronister,
Liturgist

Hymn: NCH #112 “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready” WACHET AUF

A Sharing of Hope Taylor Ramage

Offerings of Our Gifts Emily Perl

Prayer of Dedication: NCH #128, verse 4

“What can I offer, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. If I were

a wise one, I would do my part; but what can I offer: all my heart.”



Closing Hymn: NCH #144 “Hark, The Herald Angels Sing” = MENDELSSOHN
Benediction

Please stay for a time of fellowship, and The Hanging of The Greens!




